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FLYING DISPLAYS -

A
ROAD TO RECOVERY
What remains of this year’s display season will be determined by factors way
beyond the Industry’s control; but the majority view from the air display
webinar on 12th May was that in the coming months some events should be
possible as the present restrictions in the UK are eased. Many thought that
these events would provide a welcome boost to local communities. But it was
recognised that EOs and FDDs may have to look at innovative ideas to make
such events work.
On the same day the CAA issued Safety Notice 2020008, Covid19-Flying Display
Season 2020, which provides for extensions to DA, DAE, and FDD currencies
until 2nd November 2020; with exception of ‘initial issue’ DAs. It also introduced
revised DA/aerobatic currency requirements within 30 days of a Flying Display.
Shortly after that the restriction on recreational flying in the UK was lifted.
RAFAT and BBMF continue to work-up. BADA has a duty to members who
depend on display flying to keep adjusting and salvaging what we can. Steve
Forward, CHIRP Director Aviation, pointed out in his Editorial in the April 2020
CHIRP Feedback[1] that many of us will have fallen out of currency, and the
return to flying could be accompanied by the temptation to cut corners or press
on when otherwise we would not.

[1] Courtesy of Steve Forward,
CHIRP Director Aviation, Apr 20.
[2] CHIRP Feedback, Apr 20.

Aircraft will have been in storage and may require extra maintenance to return
them to full flying standards; people will be rusty in all areas, and some will be
emotionally and physically drained from the extra care, financial and societal
worries.
The need to be honest with ourselves, look out for others, and
anticipate the challenges that will inevitably arise will be more important than
ever. This document contains some thoughts and and guidance for returning to
display flying. It is not intended to replace the guidance produced by AOPA, the
LAA, etc, but to look at display organisation/operating/flying directly-related
matters. Consider it more of a Risk Management/ Assessment Toolkit.
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EO'S AND FDD'S
FCC'S

In normal circumstances, you would
on your display ‘theme’ or what
reasonable expectation that, having
display would all be fine. After a
consider any extra checks?

expect to book your display items based
you can afford.
You would have a
seen the DA and the SRG1327, that the
long lay-off from displays, should you

We suggest that a line in your RA should be included to consider the issues:
- is your show taking place soon after restrictions are lifted?
- are the SAG and emergency services willing to discuss and
participate in the show?
- is the minimum statutory number of practices sufficient?
- are you comfortable accepting the minimum weather conditions?
- has the pilot/team displayed elsewhere?
- how long has it been from when the pilot/team last displayed (before
restrictions) until your show?
- end-of-season events will be getting start of season display items just as
everyone is eager to start (and perhaps to maximise) their earnings. Be
especially careful about co-ordination between different events.
If everyone is to try to hold an event in August, September and October will
there be enough equipment and contractors available and in business, and
sufficient equipment and expertise available? Be aware that while pilots and
teams will have regained formal currency is that a tick in a box rather than a
real level of comfort and ability in the air?

AIRCRAFT
Depending on the type of aircraft you are flying, there may or may not be an
engineering manual which will get you back into the air with a serviceable
aircraft. Some of you may carry out the servicing yourself with a Licensed
Engineer to oversee your work; some may have a Part 145 Engineering
Organisation looking after you.
Regardless, there are some things that you might want to consider when you
next see your aircraft:
- what has been nesting in it?!
- how are the tyres (have they been rotated)?
- how are the pitot/static vents?
- do the gyros run smoothly?
- has the engine been inhibited or run regularly; should you change
the oil/filters before you start?
- for more complex aircraft, expect leaks from seals (hydraulic/fuel/oil);
the seals will harden if they
have not been used and lubricated by fluids regularly.
- how is the fuel? Do you need to drain the tanks?
- what flight profiles should you fly on the first few sorties?
These are just a few points to consider before you think of starting and
flying. You should seek guidance from your engineers or from AOPA, the LAA
or HAA for your particular aircraft type.

It may be that the easing of
restrictions could be age related,
ie;the over-70s being unavailable
longer than perhaps the younger
element. This could have an
impact on FDD/FCC coherence,
availability and perhaps even
team expertise, and needs to be
recognised.

INSURANCE

Event insurance may be a big
issue when we do come out of
this, particularly if we do get the
chance to deliver anything at the
end of this season. Although in
the
webinar
Nigel
Foster
indicated that there had not
been any noticeable change in
the insurance scene at present.
But will the insurance market
allow for any cover against the
risk
of
restrictions
being
imposed because of a 2nd wave
of Covid-19 cases? Will you be
prepared to run your event at
risk
of
any
short-notice
impositions or will it be assessed
as too great a risk?

CONTRACTS

Should more thought be
given to contracts across the
industry as a whole, and should
the inclusion of a ‘Force Majeure’
clause become the norm?
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PILOTS
It may have been some time since you flew. Undoubtedly, you will
have to fly with someone in something to regain currency. Who will
you fly with? Are they available and do they have a suitable aircraft?
It may be difficult to find a suitable venue to practice low level
displays and revalidate. Do you need a medical and where/when are
you going to be able to renew that? This may all take some time as
everyone will be trying to get airborne again! Once you have done
that, how are you going to work towards Display Flying?
USEFUL INFORMATION

BADA WEBSITE - Relevant Links and
information for all
1. https://www.bada-uk.com/information-for-the-uk-air-display-industryduring-covid-19-outbreak/

Guidance for Businesses and
Employers - UK Government
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-to-employersand-businesses-about-covid-19/guidance-for-employers-and-businesseson-covid-19

CAA COVID 19 News Room
https://www.caa.co.uk/Our-work/Newsroom/COVID-19/?
mc_cid=8f44683800&mc_eid=%5BUNIQID%5D

- it may well have been some time sincec you worked up ( or down) to
your display heights. If your DA is still valid, how much practice are
you going to give yourself before advertising yourself as ready?
-What is your routine going to consist of? Perhaps a less technically
difficult routine might be worth considering?
- if your DA is not valid then how are you going to re-validate?
There may be some guidance from the CAA as to how this can be
achieved and may require ‘mentoring’ as you work towards the
validation. It may be worth having someone watch your practices
regardless to give feedback. If you are able, and the rules allow, use
your ‘GoPro’ to film everything and be very self-critical of your
performance.
- how is your Risk Assessment? You can’t rely on the Notes from the
event and the Briefing to cover everything you need for your display.
Do you have a ‘tick sheet’ to ensure that you have covered everything
you need before you fly? Risk Assessments
take time to complete,
but you are the only one who knows
your aircraft, routine and personal limits so it’s worth having your
own list of go/no-go items for your circumstances. Be especially
careful about transits and coordination between different events and
‘pressonitus’.

"NEVER LET AN AIRPLANE

TAKE YOU SOMEWHERE

YOUR BRAIN DIDN'T GET TO

FIVE MINUTES EARLIER."
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