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A wealth of  informative and engaging presentations await you at EAC18. 

On behalf of the Chairman  and Board of the European Airshow Council, I 

am pleased to invite you to the 2018EAC Convention, to be held once 

again in the City of Antwerp, Belgium. The 2018Convention will be held 

over the period of Thursday 1st to Saturday 3rd March 2018.   

• The aim of the EAC is to “Promote excellence and safety at Airshows” 

• The EAC Board has a Chairman from Belgium and Board members 

from France, Greece, Malta, The Netherlands, Switzerland, Spain, 

Czech Republic, Poland and the UK. 

• The European Airshow Council is open to everyone involved in the Air-

show world including Display pilots, Performers, Organizers, Military and 

Civil Authorities.  
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The EAC Convention draws delegates from across all aspects of the air-

show industry from pilots to organisers, sponsors to safety experts and many 

more. In 2017 we had over 150 delegates from 28 nations taking an active  

role in the convention, whether you are a seasoned professional or just 

starting out, there is something for everyone. 

Every year we aim to provide interesting, informative and entertaining 

presentations and discussion topics, many of which are borne from sugges-

tions by delegates, allowing us to perosnalise and tackle issues that are 

affecting the airshow community.   A key focus for 2018 will look Innovation 

in airshows and reflecting on the rich history of Air Displays from several 

viewpoints. 

The convention will officially be opened on Thursday night with a Drinks 

reception between 1900-2000, giving delegates the chance to meet and 

great each other in relaxed surroundings.  Following the reception dele-

gates can retire to the bar to continue their discussions and network. 

Presentations start on Friday morning from 0900 to 1730 Hours, before con-

cluding for the ’Airshow Dinner’ from 1930. Saturday sees another 0900 start 

and the programme finishes at 1230.  

The European Airshow Council 

was formed in 2001 to bring 

together members of the Air-

show Industry from across Eu-

rope to promote Excellence 

and Safety across the European 

Airshow Industry. Utilising best 

practice, skill and knowledge 

from all sectors of the industry, 

the EAC is now a leading con-

tributor  in Europe in both terms 

of support and experience and 

is seen as the leading body in 

supporting European Airshow 

Regulation through EASA. 

Members of the EAC Board in 2017 



Marketing 

Following requests for 

more input on marketing 

we are pleased to intro-

duce a special side semi-

nar focusing on Market-

ing, led by Eugene Loj 

from the USA. Eugene has 

a wealth of experience in 

marketing within the 

Events industry and air-

show sector in particular.  

Book a place on the 

online portal  through the 

EAC Website - 1300-1700 

1st March 18  

30,00 Euros 

 

Fast Jet Pilot 

Saftey Seminar 

Following on from the 

building success of the 

last 4 years, we will again 

host the European Solo 

Fast Jet Pilot Safety Work-

shop. The workshop pro-

vides the chance for Mili-

tary display pilots to share 

their experiences, look at 

safety issues and share 

their best practices, learn-

ing from one anothers 

experiences. 

 

The FDD Seminar will not 

be held for 2018, we apol-

ogise for any inconvien-

cenc caused. 

The modern facilities of the Radisson Blu Astrid Hotel, Antwerp. 

Free exhibition space will be available for all delegates to promote their business, but 

must be booked in advance, details will follow nearer to the convention. A TV and 

DVD player may be hired to compliment your display.  All stands will be visited by a 

panel of secret judges who will vote for the best displays, with awards being present-

ed to the best display participant (performer) and best Organisation. The awards will 

be formally presented during the airshow dinner.  Its your chance to promote your 

business. Further details will follow in the coming months on how to book your space. 

The idea of the convention is to give delegates a chance to  learn and develop their 

skills and knowledge. It is equally important that those in the industry get the chance 

to contribute to the convention through question and answer opportunities and side 

meetings. Airshows are about people and so is the convention.  There are many op-

portunities to network and discuss business with key individuals from all aspects of the 

industry. 

Friday Evening sees the Airshow Dinner take place, a full 4 course dinner with friends 

and colleagues, all delegates automatically book a place when registering. The 

dress code is simple, its what you would wear to an airshow, whether a flying suit, shirt 

and tie or simply what you feel comfortable in. 

 

 



The 2018 Convention welcomes a raft of speakers from across the world. We are truly pleased to welcome all our 

speakers, some returning, some new and all with a vast wealth of experience and knowledge to share an impart to 

our delegates.  

In particular we are pleased to welcome General Des Barker, who will give two presentations, in what will be his last 

visit to EAC after making the decision to retire.  Des has supported EAC and the Airshow industry for a number of 

years and we further look forward to the release of his second book.  

The Programme is still in draft, but we are pleased to be able to offer you the outline  presentations below: 

 2017 Airshow Accident Review, General Des Barker SA  

  Anatomy of Airshow Incidents, General Des Barker SA 

 Emergency Planning at events, Mr Nicholas Waltz UK 

 Human Factors, Dr Steve Jarvis , UK 

 Displaying a large Flying Boat, David Legg, UK 

 Financial Challenges, The Athens Flying Week Challenge, Panos Podemitos GR 

 Ticketing Solutions for Airshows, John HAAK USA 

 Marketing and Web Promotions, Eugene Loj, USA 

 Typhoon Display Lessons Learned, Flt Lt Ryan Lawton RAF, UK 

 Challenges and Solutions for Airfield Activities, Kurt Plyson BE 

 Display Flying the Ladies Perspective, Spanish Air Force, SP 

 Display Parachuting—TBC 

There are several other presentations we are still confirming and look forward to updating you over the coming 

months through the EAC website and Social Media as we announce more about our speakers and presentations. 



Antwerp in the North 

East of Belgium will play 

host again to the 2018 

EAC convention.  

Steeped in history and 

widely acknowledged as 

the international city of 

Diamonds and Rueben's, 

this historical city is a rich 

multicultural venue. 

Amongst the historical 

architecture and more 

modern buildings , this 

bustling city is well served 

by the road, rail and air 

network. 

If your planning to stay for 

longer to take advantage 

of the time away there is 

plenty to see and do in  

Belgium's second city, 

from  shopping to histori-

cal sites, zoo to Choco-

late and of course Belgian 

Beer, you won’t be disap-

pointed with your stay. 

Welcome to Antwerp! 

 

The upgraded and refurbished hotel awaits you, with new bedrooms and facilities! 

The hotel is nestled in the heart of the City of Diamonds with easy ac-

cess by Road, Rail and Air. During the last 12 months the hotel has un-

dergone a full refurbishment, being completed just in time for the 2018 

Convention. 

Take advantage of the special room rates that have been arranged for 

the convention, which can be found on our booking page.  

The hotel offers a all the modern amenities for business or pleasure and 

the warm welcome we receive each visit is guaranteed once again.   

Address: 

Radisson Blu Astrid Hotel, Antwerp—Koningin Astridplein, 7—B-2018, Antwerp 

Belgium.   

Tel: 0032 (3) 2031234     www.radissonblu.com/astridhotel-antwerp 



Contact Us 

If you have any questions or 

queries please contact the 

EAC Executive or Chairman, 

who will be happy to help: 

 

Executive: 

 Charles Skiera 

charles@european-

airshow.com 

 

Chairman: 

Gilbert Buekenberghs 

Gilbert@european-

airshow.com 

 

Www.european-airshow.com 

The EAC is a non profit Organisation and we operate as volunteers to the 

roles. We try to ensure that the best possible package is available for dele-

gates and we are pleased to announce that  

 

All places and accommodation can be booked by visiting the European 

Airshow Council Website, under Convention 2018!  

 

PLEASE NOTE THAT WE WILL NOT BE RUNNING THE FDD WORKSHOP IN 2018. 

Convention without Accommodation 360.00 

Convention  Individual place with 1 Night Accommodation 478.00 

Convention Individual place with 2 Night Accommodation 600.00 

Convention Individual place with 3 Night Accommodation 720.00 

Delegate + Partner Social Events 1 Night Accommodation 610.00 

Delegate + Partner  Social Events 2 Night Accommodation 745.00 

Delegate + Partner  Social Events 3 Night Accommodation  875.00 

2 Delegates in twin or double for 1 Night Accommodation 850.00 

2 Delegates in twin or double for 2 Night Accommodation 983.00 

2 Delegates in twin or double for 3 Night Accommodation 1115.00 

Marketing Workshop (PM Thursday 1st March 1300-1700) 30.00 

Military Fast Jet Display Team Safety Workshop (Thurs 1st 1300– 

1700) By Invitation only. 

Free 

Partners Program (Friday All Day in Antwerp) 20.00 

The EAC is proud to be members of: 

‘Promoting Excellence and Safety in Airshows’ 


